[Microbiological diagnosis of bacterial lower respiratory tract infections].
Microbiological diagnosis of bacterial lower respiratory tract infections has relevant limitations and related controversy, depending on the clinical setting and diagnostic methods used, and its value is contingent on an accurate clinical diagnosis and previous antimicrobial therapy. The limitations reside in a low diagnostic yield of the causative agent and the difficulty of determining the clinical significance of the agents recovered. This report examines the current microbiological diagnostic yield of the main clinical entities and etiological agents, indications for invasive or non-invasive specimen collection procedures, and proper specimen processing and culture in the appropriate media. Criteria regarding specimen suitability and indications for quantitative cultures are established. Criteria for evaluating the results are provided, and the current fast diagnostic techniques are described.